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There are Three that bear record in - heaven, the 


Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt : and theſe 
Three are One, | | 


1, HATSOEVER the generality of people 

| may think, it is certain that Opinion is 
not Religion: no, not right opinion, aſſent to one, 
or to ten thouſand truths. There is a wide dif- 
ference between them: even right opinion is as 
diſtant from religion as the eaſt is from the weſt, 
Perſons may be quite right in their opinions, and 
yet have no religion at all, And on the other 
hand, perſons may be truly religious who hold 
many wrong opinions. Can any one poſhbly 


k doubt of this, while there are M_— in the 


world? For who can deny, not only that many 


of them formerly have been truly religious, (as 


' Thomas a Kempis, Gregory Lopez, and the Marquis 
de Renty,) but that many 9 them, even at this 


day, are real, inward Chriſtians? And yet what 


an heap of erroneous opinions do they hold, de- 


+ livered by tradition from their fathers? Nay, 


A. 2 Who 


l 9 ** 


** 


. LI IE 
„ * 


N 
| 
. 
i 


( 4 3 


who can doubt of it, while there are Calvixiſts in 
the world? Aſſertors of abſolute Predeſtination p 
For who will dare to afhrm that none of theſe are 
truly, religious men? Not only many of them in 
the laſt century were burning and ſhining lights, 
but many of them are now real Chriſtians, loving 
God and all mankind. And yet what are all the 
abſurd opinions of all the Romaniſts in the world, 
compared to that one, That the God of Love, the 
wiſe, juſt, merciful Father of the ſpirits of all fleſh, 
has from all eternity fixt an abſolute, unchangeable, 
irreſiſtible decree, that part of mankind ſhall be 
ſaved, do what they will, and the reſt damned, do 


what they can! 


2. Hence we cannot but infer, that there are 
ten thouſand miſtakes, which may conſiſt with 
real religion: with regard to which every candid, 
conſiderate man will think and let think, But 
there are ſome truths more important than others, 
It ſeems there are ſome which are of deep impor- 
tance, 1 do not term them fundamental truths ; 
becauſe” that is an ambiguous word; and hence 
there have been ſo many warm diſputes, about 


the number of fundamentals. But ſurely there 


are fome, which it nearly concerns us to know 


as having a cloſe connection with vital religion, 


And doubtleſs we may rank among theſe, that 
contained in the, words above cited, There ave 
1 hree that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe Three are 
One. 0 


3. I do not mean, that it is of importance, to 


believe this or that explication of theſe words, I 


know not, that any well-judging man would attempt 
to explain them at all, One of the beſt — 
which that great man Mr. Swift ever wrote, was 
his Sermon upon the Trinity, Herein he ſhews, 
that all who endeavoured to explain it at all, have 
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utterly loſt their way: have above all other 
perſons 7 
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perſons hurt the cauſe, which they intended to pro · 
” mote; having only, as 7ob ſpeaks, Darkened coun- 
el by words without knowledge, It was in an evil 
hour, that theſe explainers began their fruitleſs 
work, I infiſt upon no explication at all; no, not 
even on the beſt I ever ſaw; I mean that which is 
given us in the Creed commonly aſcribed to St. 
2 I am far from ſaying, He who does 
not afſent to this, „ Shall without doubt periſh 
everlaſtingly.” For the ſake of that and another 
clauſe, I for ſome time ſcrupled ſubſcribing to that 
Creed: till I conſidered, 1. That theſe ſentences 
only relate to wilful, not involuntaty unbelievers; 
to thole who having all the means of knowing the 
truth, nevertheleſs obſtinately reje& it; 2. That 
they relate only to the Subſtance of the doctrine 


there delivered; not the philoſophical illaſtrations 
of it, 5 f 


4. I dare not inſiſt upon any one's uſing the 
word Trinity or Perſon. I uſe them myſelf with- 
out any ſcruple, becauſe I know of none better. 
But if wr man has any ſcruple concerning them, 
who ſhall conſtrain him to uſe them? 1 cannot; 
much-leſs would I burn a man alive, and that 
with moiſt, green wood, for ſaying, © Though 
believe the Father is God, the Son is God, and 
the Holy Ghoſt is God, yet I ſcruple uſing the 
words, Trinity and Perſons, becauſe J do not find 
thoſe terms in the Bible,” Theſe are the words. 
which merciful John Calvin cites as wrote by Ser- 
vetus in a letter to himſelf, I would infiſt only on 
the direct words unexplained, juſt as they lie in 
the text, There are 1hree that bear record in heaven, 


the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt > and th 
* Three are One, : 2 fe 


5. As they lie in the text:“ - But here ariſes a: 
* queſtion, Is that text genuine? Was it originally 
> written by the Apoſtle, or inſerted in later a es 
Many have doubted of this; and in particular that 
6 A 


3 great 


4 


great light of the Chriſtian Church, lately re- 
moved to the church above, Bengelius, the moſt 
pious, the moſt judicious, and the moſt laborious, 
of all the modern commentators on the New 
Teſtament, For ſome time he ſtood in doubt of 
its authenticity, becauſe it is wanting in many of 
the ancient copies, But his doubts were removed 
by three conſiderations: 1, That though it is 
wanting in many copies, yet it is found in more, 
and thoſe, copies of the greateſt authority: 
2, That it 1s cited by a whole train of ancient 
writers, from the time of St. John to that of Con- 
flantine, This argument is concluſive; for they 
could not have cited it, had it not then been in 
the ſacred canon. g. That we can eaſily account 
for iis being after that time wanting in many 
copies, when we remember, that Conſtantine's 
ſucceſſor was a zealous Arian, who had uſed every 
means to promote his bad cauſe, to ſpread Arian- 
iſm throughout the empire: in particular, the 
eraſing this text, out of as many copies as fell into 
his hands. And he ſo far prevailed, that the 
age in which he lived, is commonly called Secu- 
lum Arianum, the Arian Age; there being then 
only one eminent man, who oppoſed him at. the 


peril of his life, So that it was a proverb, © Atha- 


nafius contra mundum ;” Athanaſius againſt the 
world. 


6. But whatever becomes of the text, we can- 
not believe what we cannot comprehend, When 
therefore you require us to believe myſteries, we 
pray you to have us excuſed,” 


Here is a two-fold miſtake. 1. We do not 
require you, to believe any myſtery in this, But 
2. You do already believe many things which you 
cannot comprehend, 


7. To begin with the latter. You do already be- 
lieve many things which you cannot comprehend. 
For 
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For you believe there is a Sun over your head, 
But, whether he ſtands {till in the midſt of his 
ſyſtem, or not only revolves on his own axis, 
but rejoiceth as a giant to run his courſe ; you can- 
not comprehend either one or the other, How he 
moves, or how he reits, By what power, what na- 
tural, mechanical power, is he upheld in the fluid 
ether? You cannot deny the fact: yet you cannot 
account for it, ſo as to ſatisfy a rational enquirer, 
You may indeed give us the hypotheſis of Ptolemy, 
Tycho Brahe, Copernicus, and twenty more, I have 
read them over and over: I am ſick of them, 1 
care not three ſtraws for them all. 


« Each new ſolution but once more affords 
New change of terms, and ſcaffolding of words: 
In other garb my queſtion I receive, 

And take my doubt the very ſame I gave.” 


Still 1 inſiſt, The fact you believe: you cannot 
deny. But the manner you cannot comprehend, 


8. You believe there is ſuch a thing as Light; 
whether flowing from the Sun, or any other lumi- 
nous body, But you cannot comprehend either 
its nature, or the manner wherein it flows, How 
does it move from Jupiter to the Earth in eight 
minutes, two hundred thouſand miles in a mo- 
ment ? How do the rays of the candle brought into 
the room, inſtantly diſperſe into every corner ? 
Again, Here are three candles, yet there is but one 


light, Explain this, and I will explain the Three- 
One God, 


5. You believe there is ſuch a thing as Air, It 
both covers you as a garment, and 


«© Wide interfus'd 
Embraces round this florid earth.“ 


But 
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But can you comprehend, How? Can you give 
me a ſatisfactory account of its nature, or the 
cauſe of its properties? Think only of one, its 
elaſticity : can you account for this? It may be 
owing to electric fire attached to each particle of 
it: it may not; and neither you nor I can tell, 
But if we will not breathe it, till we can compre- 
hend it, our life is very near its period, 


10, You believe there is ſuch a thing as Earth, 
Here, you fix your foot upon it. You are ſup- 
ported by it. But do you comprehend what it is 
that ſupports the Earth? “ O, an elephant, ſays a 
Malabarian philolopher: and a bull ſupports him.“ 
But what ſupports the bull? The- Indian and the 
Briton are equally at a loſs for an anſwer, We 
know it is God that Spreadeth the North over the empty 
nothing, This is 
the fact. But how? Who can account for this? 
Perhaps angelic, but not human creatures. 


I know what is plauſibly ſaid concerning the 

wers of Projection and Attraction. But ſpin as 
* as we can, matter of fact ſweeps away our 
cobweb hypotheſis. Connect the force of Projec- 
tion and Attraction how you can, they will never 
produce a circular motion. The moment pro- 
jected ſteel comes within the attraction of the 
magnet, it does not form a curve, but drops down. 


11. You believe you have a Soul, © Hold there, 
ſays the Doctor“: I believe no ſuch thing. If you 
have an immaterial ſoul, fo have the brutes too.“ 
J will not quarrel with any that think they have: 
way, 1 with he could prove it. And lurely I 


would rather allow them ſouls, than I would give 


up my own. In this I cordia!ly concur in the ſen- 
timent of the honeſt Heathen, Si erro, libenter erro ;. 


& me redargui valde recuſem. If J err, I err willingly; 


* Dr, B, in his late tract. 
and 
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and I vehemently refuſe to be convinced of it, 
And I truſt moſt of thoſe who do not believe a 
Trinity, are of the ſame mind. Permit me then 
to go on, Yow believe you have a ſoul connected 
with this houſe of clay. But can you comprehend 
how ? What are the ties that unite the heavenly 
flame with the earthly clod? You underſtand juſt 


nothing of the matter, So it is: but how, none 
can tell, 


12, You ſurely believe you have a Body, together 
with your ſoul, and that each is dependent on the 
other. Run only athorn into your hand: imme- 
diately pain is felt in your ſoul, On the other ſide, 
is ſhame felt in your foul? Inſtantly a bluſh over- 
ſpreads your cheek, Does the ſoul feel fear or 
violent anger? Preſently the body trembles. Theſe 
alſo are falls which you cannot deny: nor can you 
account for them. 


13. I bring but one inſtance more. At the com- 
mand of your ſoul, your hand is lifted up. But 
who is able to account for this ? for the connection 
between the act of the mind, and the outward 
actions? Nay, who can account for muſcular mo- 
tion at all, in any inſtance of it whatever? When 
one of the moſt ingenious Phyſicians in England 
had finiſhed his lecture upon that head, he added, 
— Now gentlemen, I have told you all the diſ- 
coveries of our enlightened age. And now, if you 


underſtand one jot of the matter, you underſtand 
more than I do,” 


The ſhort of the matter is this. Thoſe who will 
not believe any thing but what they can compie- 
hend, muſt not believe, that there is a jun in the 
firmament, that there is light ſhining around them, 
that there is air, though it encompaſſes them on 
every ſide, that there is any earth, though they 
ſtand upon it, They muſt not believe that they 
have a ſoul, no, nor that they have a body. 2 
14. But 


(40. } 


14. But Secondly, as ſtrange as it may ſeem, in 
requiring you to believe, There are Three that bear 
record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoſt ; and theſe Three are One: you are not re- 
quired to believe any myſtery. Nay, that great 
and good man, Dr. Peter Browne, ſometime Biſhop 
of Cork, has proved at large, that the Bible does 
not require you to believe any myſtery at all. The 
Bible barely requires you, to believe ſuch fatts, 
not the manner of them, Now the myſtery does 
not lie in the act, but altogether in the manner. 


For inſtance. God ſaid, let there be light, and 
there was light, 1 belive it: 1 believe the plain 
fact; there is no myſtery at all in this. The myl- 
tery lies in the manner of it, But of this I beheve 
nothing at all : nor does God require it of me. 


Again. The word was made fleſh, I believe this 
fact alſo. There is no myſtery in it: but as to the 
manner how he was made fleſh; wherein the myſ- 
tery lies, I know nothing about it, 1 believe nothing 
about it. It is no more the object of my faith, than 
u 1s of my underſtanding, 


15. To apply this to the caſe before us. There 
are Three that bear record in heaven—And theſe Three 
are One. I believe this fa& alſo, (if I may uſe the 
expreſſion,) That God is Three and One. But the 
manner, how, I do not comprehend: and I do not 
believe it, Now in this, in the manner, lies the 
myltery : and ſo it may; I have no concern with 
it. It is no object of my faith; I believe juſt ſo 
much as God has revealed, and no more, But 
this, the manner, he has not revealed: therefore I 
believe nothing about it. But would it 'not be 
abſurd in me to deny the fact, becauſe I do not 
underſtand the manner? That is, to reje& what 
God has revealed, becauſe I do not comprehend 
what he has not revealed. 


ol; 16. This 
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this: The knowledge of the 


zinterwoven with all true Chriſtian Faith, with all 
|. vital Religion, 


5 


16, This is a point much to be obſerved, There 
are many thing, Which eye hath not ſeen, nor car 
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man to 
eonceive. Part of theſe God hath revealed to us by 
his Spirit: revealed, that is, unveiled, uncovered : 
that part he requires us to believe. Part of them 
he has not revealed : that we need not, and indeed 
cannot believe: it is far above, out of our fight, 


Nov where is the wiſdom of rejefting what is 
revealed, becauſe we do not underſtand what is 
not revealed? Of denying the fat, which God 


has unveiled, becauſe we cannot ſee the manner, 
which is veiled ſtill P 


17. Eſpecially when we conſider that what God 
has been pleaſed to reveal, upon this h-ad, is far 
from being a point of indifterence, is a truth of 
the laſt importance, It enters into the very heart 


of Chriſtianity; it lies at the root of all vital 
Religion, 


Unleſs theſe three are one, how can all men Ro- 


nour the Son, even as they honour the Father ? 1 


know not what to do,” (ſays Socinus in a letter to 
his friend,) * with my untoward followers, They 
will not worſhip Jeſus Chriſt, I tell them, it is 
written, Let all the angels of God worſhip him. They 
anſwer, However that be, if he is not God, we 
dare not worſhip him. For, It is written thou . ſhalt 
worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou 


feroe.” 


But the thing which I here particularly mean 1g 
hrec-One God, is 


I do not ſay, that every real Chriſtian can ſay 


with the Marquis de Renty, “ I bear about with 
Ins continually an experimental verity, and a ple- 


nitudgy | 


1 


nitude of the preſence of the ever bleſſed Trinity.“ 


I apprehend this is not the experience of babes 
but rather fathers in Chriſt. 


But I know not how any one can be a Chriſtian 
believer, till he hath (as St. John ſpeaks) the wit- 
neſs in hamſelf : nil the Spirit of God witneſſeth with 
his ſpirit, that he is a child of God: that is, in 
eflect, till God the Holy Ghoſt witneſſes that God 
the Father has accepted him, through the merits 
of God the Son; and having this witneſs, he ho- 
nours the Son and the bleſled Spirit, even as ke 
honours the Father. 


18, Not that every Chriſtian believer adverts to 
this; perhaps at firſt not one in twenty; but if you 
aik any of them a few queſtions, you will eafily 
find, it is implied in what he believes. 


Therefore I do not ſee how it is poſſible for any 
to have vital religion, who denies that theſe Three 
are One. And all my hope for them 1s, not that 
they will be ſaved, during their unbelief, (unleſs 
on the footing of honeſt Heathens, upon the plea 
of invincible 1gnorance,) but that God, be ſore they 
go hence, vill bring them to the knowledge of the 
truth, 
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